Films are an insight into the human imagination, and offer the chance to inhabit worlds that
would otherwise never exist. Whilst much the same is true of literature, the addition of a visual
element only solidifies the immersive nature of storytelling. This is particularly abundant in the
works of directors such as Stanley Kubrick and Terrence Malick, whose mastery of the
photograph adds an added dimension of absorption to their pictures.

In my early teens, David Lynch introduced me to the world of surrealism. His nightmarish visions
were the catalyst for my love of cinema, and the profound impact his work has had on my
appreciation for film is staggering. The encouragement that artists such as Lynch give us to
expand our imagination, and encompass otherwise impossible realities, | believe, is a vital
aspect of contemporary film-making. Movies hold the power not only to entertain, but
challenge us to broaden our understanding of the world, and the people within it. The lessons in
morality, which are so plentiful in films such as 'Half Nelson' by Ryan Fleck and 'There Will Be
Blood' by Paul Thomas Anderson, are, in my opinion, some of the most poignant to ever come
out of American cinema.

There is no doubt in my mind that a degree in this subject will be greatly significant for my
future. | cannot think of a venture more deserving of my time than a study of film. This decision
comes not just from a love for motion pictures, but also an appreciation for their importance
within our lives. In my eyes, their potential is not to be underestimated. A career teaching the
complexities of high quality cinema is one of my greatest ambitions. Combined with a love for
analysis and technical writing, it's clear to me that reading film is undoubtedly the correct
course of action for me to take.

Aside from my affection for movies | am a keen runner and musician. The discipline of running
infuses me with an energy that is fundamental to my other ventures. Listening to music is how |
choose to relax. | am particularly fond of soul and jazz. As a music student, | was lucky enough to
be chosen for a multitude of extracurricular projects within my course, the pinnacle of which
was, for me, a tribute performance to Prince in which | played guitar.

Both my academic and personal interests lie in a study of film. My short-term goals are to
absorb as much knowledge as | can, opening as many career paths as possible, whilst at the
same time maintaining an active interest and enthusiasm concerning cinema. | hope to one day
can call film analysis a career, rather than just a passion.



